
 

Press release 

Gebrüder Weiss charters largest cargo aircraft for project cargo to 

Poland 

Logistics provider arranges air freight transportation with Antonov An-225 from China to 

Poland / Giant airplane lands at Rzeszów airport for the first time 

Rzeszów / Krakow / Lauterach, November 15, 2021. Gebrüder Weiss was responsible for the 

first ever arrival of the world’s largest cargo plane at Rzeszów airport, transporting goods from 

China to Poland. The Antonov An-225 landed at the airport, located 170 kilometers east of 

Krakow, in the late evening of November 13, carrying project-based cargo for the Polish industry 

on board. The Antonov had left the Chinese airport of Tianjin a day earlier. 

Stanislaw Rosciszewski, Country Manager Poland at Gebrüder Weiss: “Although charter flights 

are a regular part of our air services, handling the transport of goods with a cargo aircraft of this 

size was something special for us. Our air freight managers in Poland and China were able to 

perfectly organize the entire supply chain between manufacturer and recipient in a very short 

space of time and under the difficult pandemic conditions.” 

The oversized freighter is ideal for heavy transport. "The situation in air and sea freight remains 

very tense, as there is still not enough cargo space. With the Antonov, we can quickly transport 

large-volume goods for our customers quickly," explains Lothar Thoma, Managing Director Air & 

Sea at Gebrüder Weiss. The logistics company had already used the giant freighter for a 

transport to Austria in October. In addition, the somewhat smaller Antonov An-124 has been 

chartered several times this year for flights to Europe. 

Gebrüder Weiss is represented in Poland with seven of its own locations since 2020 (Head 

office: Krakow). 85 employees work to offer industrial and trade customers solutions in the 

areas of land transport, Air & Sea, project transports and logistics. 

 
 
 
 



 

Caption: With a wingspan of 88.4 meters, a length of 84 meters and an empty weight of 285 tons, the 

six-engine Antonov An-225 is the longest and heaviest cargo aircraft in the world. Here: The unloading 

of the Antonov An-225 at Rzeszów Airport in Poland. (Quelle: Gebrüder Weiss / Damian Szymula) 

 

Caption: The Gebrüder Weiss team in Poland with Country Manager Stanislaw Rosciszewski (right) in 

front of the Antonov An-225 (Source: Gebrüder Weiss / Damian Szymula) 

 

Caption: Gebrüder Weiss has repeatedly chartered the Antonov An-225 for transports. (Source: 

Gebrüder Weiss / Damian Szymula) 

 

Caption: Lothar Thoma, Managing Director Air & Sea at Gebrüder Weiss (Source: Gebrüder Weiss / 

Göran Gnaudschun)  

 

 

 



About Gebrüder Weiss 

With more than 7,400 employees, 170 company-owned locations and an annual turnover of 1.77 billion 

euros (2020), Gebrüder Weiss ranks among Europe's leading transport and logistics companies. In 

addition to its core business of land transport, air & sea freight, and logistics, the company operates a 

number of highly specialized industry solutions and subsidiaries under the umbrella of Gebrüder Weiss 

Holding AG, which is based in Lauterach, Austria. These include the logistics consultancy firm x|vise, 

tectraxx (industry specialist for hi-tech businesses), dicall (communications solutions, market research, 

training), Rail Cargo (railway transports), and the Gebrüder Weiss parcel service GWP which is the co-

owner of DPD in Austria. This bundling of services allows the group to respond to customer needs quickly 

and flexibly. Today, having implemented a variety of environmental, economic and social initiatives, the 

family-run company with a 500-year history is also considered a pioneer in sustainable business 

practices. 
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